
“Standing Firm”
Galatians 5:1-15

Stand firm in the freedom that we have through our faith in Jesus (1-15)
As Paul wraps up his plea for the Galatian believers not to turn away from grace, he 

summarizes his whole argument with a powerful statement of the truth and an important command for 
faith. The truth is that Jesus Christ has set believers free for freedom! God’s desire is to bring 
freedom into the lives of His people. Jesus sets sinners free from slavery and their death sentence for 
sin in order to give them freedom from sin and the death sentence for their sin. Because of this truth, 
the Holy Spirit, speaking through Paul, commands the Galatian believers to “stand firm” in the 
freedom that Christ has given them through their faith in Him. This is a call to stand firm in their faith 
in God’s grace through faith alone in Jesus Christ. He reminds them that if they are relying on the 
flesh, they put themselves under the law that they can’t fulfill. He reminds them that only faith works 
and that the work of faith isn’t meant to free them to freely sin. Instead, the work of faith is meant to 
free them from sin so that they can live for God in their lives.
1. The command is to stand firm in our faith in God’s grace through Jesus Christ. What are some 

ways that we protect our faith as individuals? What are some ways that we protect our faith as a 
church?

2. Read Gal. 5:7-9. Paul says that they were running well, but then someone hindered them from 
obeying the truth. Has this ever happened to you? What happened? Share your experience.

3. Read Gal. 5:10. Paul is certain that the Galatians will come back to the truth. Why? Where does 
his confidence come from? Why is this so important for standing firm in our faith?

4. Read Gal. 5:11. What does Paul mean by the offense of the cross? What does this mean about 
our understanding of the Gospel…the message we share and preach?

We are free to not be fearful of but to have hope in the final judgment against sin (5)
Paul makes a logical argument against trusting in the flesh. This isn’t meant to be a theology of 

salvation; it is meant to be a logical argument against relying on any system of works to earn 
salvation. Paul’s point is simple: Where do you draw the line? You can’t pick and choose which rules 
to follow. If you rely on one rule, then all of the rules apply! Since no-one can follow all of the rules in 
the flesh, then that means that no-one can be sure of their salvation by works of the flesh. But there is 
a better way, which is faith! Paul reminds the Galatian believers that by faith the Holy Spirit brings 
confidence of forgiveness into the lives of believers. Paul reminds the Galatian believers that by faith 
he doesn’t have to worry about the coming judgement. In fact, Paul says that by faith he can actually 
look forward to the day when Jesus Christ will return to make all things right. Faith frees believers to 
live without fear of God’s final judgement against sin because God’s judgment against sin in their lives 
has already been carried out on the cross.



1. Where does Paul’s ability to have an eager expectation and hope in the coming righteousness — 
God’s final act of making all things right — come from? What does this verse say about the 
source of this hope and what gives him this source of hope in his life?

2. Can someone share their testimony of experiencing the change in their heart from fear in God’s 
judgment to confidence in His forgiveness through faith in Jesus?

3. Do you know anyone who is currently struggling with conviction of their sin and the fear of God’s 
judgment against their sin? If so, spend time in your group praying for true repentance in their 
lives.

4. How would you share with them about what the Holy Spirit has done in your life through your faith 
in Jesus, freeing you from fear of God’s judgment to joy and hope in His reward?

We are free to serve one another because of the love that we have in Jesus (6; 13-14)
In addition to freeing believers from fear in the final judgment against sin, God’s grace in Jesus 

Christ also frees believers to serve one another, sharing the love that God’s showed us through faith. 
Paul says that circumcision or uncircumcision doesn’t count for anything in Jesus Christ. It’s important 
that Paul doesn’t just mention circumcision but that he also mentions uncircumcision. Why? Because 
Paul wants all of the emphasis to be on faith in Jesus! True faith in Jesus, Paul says, is seen in the 
way that it works itself out in love in the lives of believers. God doesn’t set us free from sin so that we 
can sin freely or serve ourselves; rather, God sets us free so that we can serve one another because 
of the love that we have in Jesus. God’s grace through faith in Jesus Christ sets us free from sin — 
pride, bitterness, jealousy, selfishness, etc. — so that we can truly serve others in a way that reflects 
the Gospel, showing God’s own sacrifice for us to set us free and to give us life.  
1. In Gal. 5:6, Paul says that circumcision and uncircumcision count for nothing. What does he 

mean? Why is it significant that he includes uncircumcision (something that’s not done) along with 
circumcision (something that is done)? Can people find themselves trusting in either what they do 
or don’t do?

2. In this verse, Paul also says that “faith working through love” is the only thing that counts with 
Jesus Christ. What are some other passages that connect faith and love? What does he mean?

3. Read Gal. 5:13. What are ways that grace has been and still is perverted and used for the flesh? 
Make a list of these ways in your group, and pray that God would give us discernment and 
wisdom to never fall into the trap of using grace for the flesh.

4. In Gal. 5:13-14, what is the evaluation standard for the right use of grace? Take time to evaluate 
your faith. Based on the standard of loving service to others, are you using grace for the flesh or 
living by grace for the Savior?


